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MNA Tech Academy SOC Interview Guide

How to use this guide
Understand the principle, personalize it with a truthful project or lab example, then rehearse a concise answer. Strong
candidates explain purpose, evidence, risk, safeguards, remediation and verification—not tool names alone.

Original educational content: This guide is independently authored for legitimate interview preparation. It is not an
exam dump and does not reproduce protected certification questions.

Answer framework

1. Context
Clarify scope and assumptions.

2. Method
Describe a safe, repeatable approach.

3. Evidence
Explain what confirms the conclusion.

4. Outcome
Connect risk, remediation and retest.
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01
SOC Fundamentals
15 focused interview questions
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001 What is Alert triage, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Alert triage matters because triage establishes validity, severity, scope and required action. A strong
answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and avoids treating a tool result
as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

002 How would you assess False positives in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine baseline behavior, allowlisted context and
repeated patterns. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method,
document limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

003 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Incident severity?

Model answer: The key evidence is affected users, systems, data and attacker capability. I would preserve timestamps,
source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect only what is
necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

031 How would you assess Alert triage in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine alert logic, entity context, timeline and
corroborating telemetry. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method,
document limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

032 Which evidence would you collect when investigating False positives?

Model answer: The key evidence is baseline behavior, allowlisted context and repeated patterns. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

033 What are the most effective controls for Incident severity?

Model answer: The durable approach is to use a consistent matrix and revise as evidence changes. I would assign an
owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus
reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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061 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Alert triage?

Model answer: The key evidence is alert logic, entity context, timeline and corroborating telemetry. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

062 What are the most effective controls for False positives?

Model answer: The durable approach is to tune narrowly without hiding true malicious behavior. I would assign an
owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus
reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

063 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Incident severity.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when severity combines impact, scope, confidence, asset criticality and
urgency. I would establish scope, validate with affected users, systems, data and attacker capability, contain immediate
risk without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams use a consistent matrix and revise as
evidence changes, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

091 What are the most effective controls for Alert triage?

Model answer: The durable approach is to document disposition and escalate by defined criteria. I would assign an
owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus
reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

092 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving False positives.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when benign activity may match detection logic without representing a threat. I
would establish scope, validate with baseline behavior, allowlisted context and repeated patterns, contain immediate risk
without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams tune narrowly without hiding true malicious
behavior, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

093 How would you explain the risk of Incident severity to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because severity combines impact, scope, confidence, asset criticality
and urgency. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to use a
consistent matrix and revise as evidence changes.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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121 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Alert triage.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when triage establishes validity, severity, scope and required action. I would
establish scope, validate with alert logic, entity context, timeline and corroborating telemetry, contain immediate risk
without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams document disposition and escalate by defined
criteria, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

122 How would you explain the risk of False positives to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because benign activity may match detection logic without representing a
threat. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to tune narrowly
without hiding true malicious behavior.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

123 What is Incident severity, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Incident severity matters because severity combines impact, scope, confidence, asset criticality and
urgency. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and avoids
treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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SIEM
15 focused interview questions
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004 What are the most effective controls for Log normalization?

Model answer: The durable approach is to validate parsers and preserve raw events. I would assign an owner, prioritize
by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

005 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Correlation rules.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when correlation joins events across time, entities and sources to identify
attack patterns. I would establish scope, validate with rule conditions, matching event chain and exclusions, contain
immediate risk without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams test with known data and monitor
rule health, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

006 How would you explain the risk of Detection tuning to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because tuning improves signal without discarding useful visibility. I would
state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to use scoped exceptions, peer
review and regression testing.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

034 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Log normalization.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when normalization maps different source formats into consistent fields. I
would establish scope, validate with parser output, field coverage and timestamp accuracy, contain immediate risk
without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams validate parsers and preserve raw events, and
verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

035 How would you explain the risk of Correlation rules to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because correlation joins events across time, entities and sources to
identify attack patterns. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to
test with known data and monitor rule health.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

036 What is Detection tuning, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Detection tuning matters because tuning improves signal without discarding useful visibility. A strong
answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and avoids treating a tool result
as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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064 How would you explain the risk of Log normalization to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because normalization maps different source formats into consistent
fields. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to validate parsers
and preserve raw events.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

065 What is Correlation rules, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Correlation rules matters because correlation joins events across time, entities and sources to identify
attack patterns. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and
avoids treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

066 How would you assess Detection tuning in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine false-positive sample, threshold analysis and
coverage test. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method, document
limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

094 What is Log normalization, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Log normalization matters because normalization maps different source formats into consistent fields. A
strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and avoids treating a
tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

095 How would you assess Correlation rules in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine rule conditions, matching event chain and
exclusions. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method, document
limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

096 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Detection tuning?

Model answer: The key evidence is false-positive sample, threshold analysis and coverage test. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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124 How would you assess Log normalization in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine parser output, field coverage and timestamp
accuracy. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method, document
limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

125 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Correlation rules?

Model answer: The key evidence is rule conditions, matching event chain and exclusions. I would preserve timestamps,
source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect only what is
necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

126 What are the most effective controls for Detection tuning?

Model answer: The durable approach is to use scoped exceptions, peer review and regression testing. I would assign
an owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus
reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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Logs
20 focused interview questions
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007 What is Windows event analysis, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Windows event analysis matters because Windows logs reveal authentication, process, service and
policy activity. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and
avoids treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

008 How would you assess Linux log analysis in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine journal, auth logs, sudo, cron and shell
history context. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method, document
limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

009 Which evidence would you collect when investigating DNS telemetry?

Model answer: The key evidence is query frequency, entropy, domain age and endpoint context. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

010 What are the most effective controls for Proxy and web logs?

Model answer: The durable approach is to retain useful fields and inspect risky destinations. I would assign an owner,
prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus reasonable
bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

037 How would you assess Windows event analysis in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine event IDs, account, host, logon type and
process lineage. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method, document
limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

038 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Linux log analysis?

Model answer: The key evidence is journal, auth logs, sudo, cron and shell history context. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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039 What are the most effective controls for DNS telemetry?

Model answer: The durable approach is to combine DNS filtering with endpoint and network evidence. I would assign an
owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus
reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

040 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Proxy and web logs.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when proxy records connect users and systems to outbound web activity. I
would establish scope, validate with URL, method, status, bytes, user agent and referrer, contain immediate risk without
destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams retain useful fields and inspect risky destinations, and
verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

067 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Windows event analysis?

Model answer: The key evidence is event IDs, account, host, logon type and process lineage. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

068 What are the most effective controls for Linux log analysis?

Model answer: The durable approach is to forward logs, protect integrity and baseline admin activity. I would assign an
owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus
reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

069 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving DNS telemetry.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when DNS activity can reveal command-and-control, tunneling and malicious
resolution. I would establish scope, validate with query frequency, entropy, domain age and endpoint context, contain
immediate risk without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams combine DNS filtering with
endpoint and network evidence, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

070 How would you explain the risk of Proxy and web logs to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because proxy records connect users and systems to outbound web
activity. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to retain useful
fields and inspect risky destinations.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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097 What are the most effective controls for Windows event analysis?

Model answer: The durable approach is to centralize logs and enable appropriate audit policy. I would assign an owner,
prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus reasonable
bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

098 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Linux log analysis.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when Linux authentication, process and service logs support host
investigation. I would establish scope, validate with journal, auth logs, sudo, cron and shell history context, contain
immediate risk without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams forward logs, protect integrity and
baseline admin activity, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

099 How would you explain the risk of DNS telemetry to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because DNS activity can reveal command-and-control, tunneling and
malicious resolution. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to
combine DNS filtering with endpoint and network evidence.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

100 What is Proxy and web logs, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Proxy and web logs matters because proxy records connect users and systems to outbound web
activity. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and avoids
treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

127 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Windows event analysis.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when Windows logs reveal authentication, process, service and policy activity.
I would establish scope, validate with event IDs, account, host, logon type and process lineage, contain immediate risk
without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams centralize logs and enable appropriate audit
policy, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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128 How would you explain the risk of Linux log analysis to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because Linux authentication, process and service logs support host
investigation. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to forward
logs, protect integrity and baseline admin activity.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

129 What is DNS telemetry, and why does it matter?

Model answer: DNS telemetry matters because DNS activity can reveal command-and-control, tunneling and malicious
resolution. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and avoids
treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

130 How would you assess Proxy and web logs in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine URL, method, status, bytes, user agent and
referrer. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method, document
limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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12 focused interview questions
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011 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Process-tree analysis.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when parent-child relationships expose suspicious execution chains. I would
establish scope, validate with command line, signer, hash, user and ancestry, contain immediate risk without destroying
evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams block known abuse and detect behavioral patterns, and verify
recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

012 How would you explain the risk of PowerShell detection to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because encoded, hidden or download-execute behavior can indicate
abuse. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to constrained
language, logging, application control and least privilege.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

013 What is Credential dumping, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Credential dumping matters because attempts to access credential material are high-risk behaviors. A
strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and avoids treating a
tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

041 How would you explain the risk of Process-tree analysis to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because parent-child relationships expose suspicious execution chains. I
would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to block known abuse and
detect behavioral patterns.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

042 What is PowerShell detection, and why does it matter?

Model answer: PowerShell detection matters because encoded, hidden or download-execute behavior can indicate
abuse. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and avoids
treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

043 How would you assess Credential dumping in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine process access, LSASS interaction and
related privilege events. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method,
document limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.



MNA Tech Academy • SOC Interview Guide • 18

Intermediate

Intermediate

Intermediate

Advanced

Advanced

Advanced

071 What is Process-tree analysis, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Process-tree analysis matters because parent-child relationships expose suspicious execution chains.
A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and avoids treating a
tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

072 How would you assess PowerShell detection in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine script block, module, process and network
telemetry. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method, document
limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

073 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Credential dumping?

Model answer: The key evidence is process access, LSASS interaction and related privilege events. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

101 How would you assess Process-tree analysis in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine command line, signer, hash, user and
ancestry. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method, document
limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

102 Which evidence would you collect when investigating PowerShell detection?

Model answer: The key evidence is script block, module, process and network telemetry. I would preserve timestamps,
source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect only what is
necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

103 What are the most effective controls for Credential dumping?

Model answer: The durable approach is to credential isolation, endpoint controls and privileged-tiering. I would assign
an owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus
reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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Network
8 focused interview questions
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014 How would you assess Beaconing detection in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine periodicity, jitter, destination reputation and
process owner. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method, document
limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

015 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Lateral movement?

Model answer: The key evidence is logons, admin shares, remote execution and source sequence. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

044 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Beaconing detection?

Model answer: The key evidence is periodicity, jitter, destination reputation and process owner. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

045 What are the most effective controls for Lateral movement?

Model answer: The durable approach is to segment networks, restrict admin paths and use MFA. I would assign an
owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus
reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

074 What are the most effective controls for Beaconing detection?

Model answer: The durable approach is to block destination, isolate host and hunt related indicators. I would assign an
owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus
reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

075 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Lateral movement.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when attackers move between systems using credentials and remote
services. I would establish scope, validate with logons, admin shares, remote execution and source sequence, contain
immediate risk without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams segment networks, restrict admin
paths and use MFA, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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104 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Beaconing detection.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when regular low-volume connections can indicate command-and-control. I
would establish scope, validate with periodicity, jitter, destination reputation and process owner, contain immediate risk
without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams block destination, isolate host and hunt related
indicators, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

105 How would you explain the risk of Lateral movement to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because attackers move between systems using credentials and remote
services. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to segment
networks, restrict admin paths and use MFA.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.



MNA Tech Academy • SOC Interview Guide • 22

06
Email Security
8 focused interview questions
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016 What are the most effective controls for Phishing analysis?

Model answer: The durable approach is to quarantine campaign, block indicators and reset exposed credentials. I would
assign an owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition
plus reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

017 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Business email compromise.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when BEC relies on impersonation and payment or data manipulation rather
than malware. I would establish scope, validate with mailbox rules, login history, conversation context and transaction
details, contain immediate risk without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams MFA, payment
verification and mailbox monitoring, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

046 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Phishing analysis.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when email investigation examines sender, headers, links, attachments and
user actions. I would establish scope, validate with authentication results, URL chain, sandbox and mailbox search,
contain immediate risk without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams quarantine campaign,
block indicators and reset exposed credentials, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

047 How would you explain the risk of Business email compromise to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because BEC relies on impersonation and payment or data manipulation
rather than malware. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to
MFA, payment verification and mailbox monitoring.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

076 How would you explain the risk of Phishing analysis to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because email investigation examines sender, headers, links,
attachments and user actions. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the
plan to quarantine campaign, block indicators and reset exposed credentials.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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077 What is Business email compromise, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Business email compromise matters because BEC relies on impersonation and payment or data
manipulation rather than malware. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset
or decision, and avoids treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

106 What is Phishing analysis, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Phishing analysis matters because email investigation examines sender, headers, links, attachments
and user actions. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and
avoids treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

107 How would you assess Business email compromise in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine mailbox rules, login history, conversation
context and transaction details. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second
method, document limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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Incident Response
12 focused interview questions
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018 How would you explain the risk of Containment strategy to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because containment limits damage while preserving evidence and
business operations. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to
choose short- and long-term actions with incident command approval.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

019 What is Evidence preservation, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Evidence preservation matters because forensic evidence must remain reliable and traceable. A strong
answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and avoids treating a tool result
as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

020 How would you assess Ransomware response in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine encryption indicators, initial access, impacted
shares and backups. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method,
document limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

048 What is Containment strategy, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Containment strategy matters because containment limits damage while preserving evidence and
business operations. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision,
and avoids treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

049 How would you assess Evidence preservation in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine hashes, timestamps, acquisition notes and
custody record. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method, document
limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

050 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Ransomware response?

Model answer: The key evidence is encryption indicators, initial access, impacted shares and backups. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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078 How would you assess Containment strategy in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine affected assets, active sessions, network
connections and criticality. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method,
document limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

079 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Evidence preservation?

Model answer: The key evidence is hashes, timestamps, acquisition notes and custody record. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

080 What are the most effective controls for Ransomware response?

Model answer: The durable approach is to isolate, preserve evidence, rotate credentials and restore from tested
backups. I would assign an owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the
original condition plus reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

108 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Containment strategy?

Model answer: The key evidence is affected assets, active sessions, network connections and criticality. I would
preserve timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference,
and collect only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

109 What are the most effective controls for Evidence preservation?

Model answer: The durable approach is to use approved tools, restricted storage and documented handling. I would
assign an owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition
plus reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

110 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Ransomware response.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when ransomware demands rapid isolation, scoping, identity containment and
recovery coordination. I would establish scope, validate with encryption indicators, initial access, impacted shares and
backups, contain immediate risk without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams isolate,
preserve evidence, rotate credentials and restore from tested backups, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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Threat Intelligence
8 focused interview questions
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021 Which evidence would you collect when investigating IOC enrichment?

Model answer: The key evidence is multiple trusted sources and local telemetry matches. I would preserve timestamps,
source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect only what is
necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

022 What are the most effective controls for MITRE ATT&CK mapping?

Model answer: The durable approach is to use mapping to identify detection gaps, not as proof of attribution. I would
assign an owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition
plus reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

051 What are the most effective controls for IOC enrichment?

Model answer: The durable approach is to score confidence, expire stale indicators and avoid blind blocking. I would
assign an owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition
plus reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

052 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving MITRE ATT&CK mapping.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when ATT&CK organizes observed adversary behavior into tactics and
techniques. I would establish scope, validate with specific telemetry tied to technique behavior, contain immediate risk
without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams use mapping to identify detection gaps, not as
proof of attribution, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

081 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving IOC enrichment.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when indicators gain value when combined with reputation, age, relationships
and internal sightings. I would establish scope, validate with multiple trusted sources and local telemetry matches,
contain immediate risk without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams score confidence, expire
stale indicators and avoid blind blocking, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

082 How would you explain the risk of MITRE ATT&CK mapping to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because ATT&CK organizes observed adversary behavior into tactics and
techniques. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to use mapping
to identify detection gaps, not as proof of attribution.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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111 How would you explain the risk of IOC enrichment to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because indicators gain value when combined with reputation, age,
relationships and internal sightings. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and
the plan to score confidence, expire stale indicators and avoid blind blocking.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

112 What is MITRE ATT&CK mapping, and why does it matter?

Model answer: MITRE ATT&CK mapping matters because ATT&CK organizes observed adversary behavior into tactics
and techniques. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and
avoids treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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4 focused interview questions
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023 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Hypothesis-driven hunting.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when a hunt starts with a testable adversary behavior and required data. I
would establish scope, validate with query logic, population, anomalies and investigation outcomes, contain immediate
risk without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams document results and convert durable
findings into detections, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

053 How would you explain the risk of Hypothesis-driven hunting to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because a hunt starts with a testable adversary behavior and required
data. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to document results
and convert durable findings into detections.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

083 What is Hypothesis-driven hunting, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Hypothesis-driven hunting matters because a hunt starts with a testable adversary behavior and
required data. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and
avoids treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

113 How would you assess Hypothesis-driven hunting in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine query logic, population, anomalies and
investigation outcomes. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method,
document limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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024 How would you explain the risk of Cloud audit logs to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because control-plane logs reveal identity, resource and policy changes. I
would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to centralize immutable logs
and alert on risky actions.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

025 What is Impossible travel, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Impossible travel matters because geographically inconsistent logins may indicate compromise but
require context. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and
avoids treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

054 What is Cloud audit logs, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Cloud audit logs matters because control-plane logs reveal identity, resource and policy changes. A
strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and avoids treating a
tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

055 How would you assess Impossible travel in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine IP geolocation, timestamps, VPN, device and
token details. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method, document
limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

084 How would you assess Cloud audit logs in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine actor, source, action, target, result and
session context. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method, document
limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

085 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Impossible travel?

Model answer: The key evidence is IP geolocation, timestamps, VPN, device and token details. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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114 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Cloud audit logs?

Model answer: The key evidence is actor, source, action, target, result and session context. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

115 What are the most effective controls for Impossible travel?

Model answer: The durable approach is to risk-based authentication and session revocation when confirmed. I would
assign an owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition
plus reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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4 focused interview questions
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026 How would you assess Malware triage in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine hash, type, signature, strings, sandbox and
endpoint context. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method,
document limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

056 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Malware triage?

Model answer: The key evidence is hash, type, signature, strings, sandbox and endpoint context. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

086 What are the most effective controls for Malware triage?

Model answer: The durable approach is to isolate samples and block confirmed indicators. I would assign an owner,
prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus reasonable
bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

116 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Malware triage.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when triage determines file risk and investigation priority without uncontrolled
execution. I would establish scope, validate with hash, type, signature, strings, sandbox and endpoint context, contain
immediate risk without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams isolate samples and block
confirmed indicators, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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4 focused interview questions
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027 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Account compromise?

Model answer: The key evidence is login history, device, MFA, token and mailbox or file actions. I would preserve
timestamps, source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect
only what is necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

057 What are the most effective controls for Account compromise?

Model answer: The durable approach is to revoke sessions, reset credentials and investigate root cause. I would assign
an owner, prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus
reasonable bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

087 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Account compromise.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when unusual authentication and post-login activity can reveal stolen
credentials. I would establish scope, validate with login history, device, MFA, token and mailbox or file actions, contain
immediate risk without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams revoke sessions, reset
credentials and investigate root cause, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

117 How would you explain the risk of Account compromise to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because unusual authentication and post-login activity can reveal stolen
credentials. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to revoke
sessions, reset credentials and investigate root cause.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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028 What are the most effective controls for SOC performance metrics?

Model answer: The durable approach is to pair speed with quality and business impact. I would assign an owner,
prioritize by likelihood and impact, add monitoring for attempted abuse, and retest the original condition plus reasonable
bypasses.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

058 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving SOC performance metrics.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when metrics should measure detection and response outcomes rather than
raw alert volume. I would establish scope, validate with MTTD, MTTR, dwell time, coverage and recurrence, contain
immediate risk without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams pair speed with quality and
business impact, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

088 How would you explain the risk of SOC performance metrics to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because metrics should measure detection and response outcomes
rather than raw alert volume. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the
plan to pair speed with quality and business impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

118 What is SOC performance metrics, and why does it matter?

Model answer: SOC performance metrics matters because metrics should measure detection and response outcomes
rather than raw alert volume. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or
decision, and avoids treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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4 focused interview questions
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029 Describe a realistic failure scenario involving Incident handoff.

Model answer: A realistic scenario begins when a useful handoff gives the next analyst a clear timeline, evidence and
open actions. I would establish scope, validate with who, what, when, where, confidence and links to artifacts, contain
immediate risk without destroying evidence, identify root cause, recommend that teams use standard templates and
explicitly state assumptions, and verify recovery.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

059 How would you explain the risk of Incident handoff to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because a useful handoff gives the next analyst a clear timeline, evidence
and open actions. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to use
standard templates and explicitly state assumptions.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

089 What is Incident handoff, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Incident handoff matters because a useful handoff gives the next analyst a clear timeline, evidence and
open actions. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and
avoids treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

119 How would you assess Incident handoff in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine who, what, when, where, confidence and
links to artifacts. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method, document
limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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030 How would you explain the risk of Lessons learned to a non-technical stakeholder?

Model answer: I would avoid jargon: the issue can increase the chance or impact of unauthorized access, incorrect
decisions, data exposure, or service disruption because review converts incident experience into stronger controls and
processes. I would state affected business processes, confidence, immediate containment, and the plan to track
corrective actions to completion and validate effectiveness.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

060 What is Lessons learned, and why does it matter?

Model answer: Lessons learned matters because review converts incident experience into stronger controls and
processes. A strong answer connects the concept to measurable risk, identifies the affected asset or decision, and avoids
treating a tool result as proof by itself.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

090 How would you assess Lessons learned in a real environment?

Model answer: I would first confirm scope and assumptions, then examine timeline, root cause, control gaps and action
owners. I would compare the result with an expected baseline, validate it using a safe second method, document
limitations, and stop or escalate if the test could create material impact.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.

120 Which evidence would you collect when investigating Lessons learned?

Model answer: The key evidence is timeline, root cause, control gaps and action owners. I would preserve timestamps,
source and raw records, correlate multiple data sources, distinguish observations from inference, and collect only what is
necessary for the decision.

Interview cue: State your assumptions, give one truthful example, and explain how you would verify the outcome.
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Interview-day checklist

✓ Review the job description ✓ Prepare two honest project stories

✓ State assumptions in scenarios ✓ Explain evidence and limitations

✓ Connect technology to business risk ✓ Finish with remediation and verification
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